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THUPARAMA VATADAGE

Mahavamsa evidence Ir stups was e fwst w]
historical cetiya (o be built by king Devanampiyatissa n the 3 century BCG. u
enshrining Buddha relics obtained through emperor Asoka of \ndia, Wwas ‘
built taking mud from the Abhayavava in the shape of Dhanyaka ( Heap ol - ’
-paddy ),quite modest in dimensions. With subsequent enlargements, i has =
assumed Bell shape (Ghantakara ). By the 5" century AC. \ne swipa was  §
developed into a circular caitya shrine ( Vatadage ). The present remains ol

the Vatadage is datable to the 8™ century AC
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